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Abstract: General James F. Smith served in the Philippine Islands during the Spanish-American War. 
He was appointed governor of the island of Negros and later became associate justice of the Supreme 
Court of the Philippines. 
 
Biographical Note: James Francis Smith was born in San Francisco on January 28, 1859. He 
graduated from Santa Clara College in 1878, attended Hastings Law School (San Francisco, California), 
and was admitted to the California Bar in 1881. Commissioned as a Colonel in the 
1st California Regiment, U.S. Volunteers, in April 1898, James Smith served in the first expedition to the 
Philippines. He participated in the Battle of Malate Trenches (July 31, 1898) and the capture of Manila 
(August 13, 1898). In Manila, he served as the Deputy Provost Marshall for the city and as President of 
the Military Commission. On October 22, 1898, Colonel Smith assumed command of the 1st Brigade, 1st 
Division, 8th Army Corps. His unit saw action in the Battle of Santa Ana on February 5, 1899, and fought 
in San Pedro Mecati, Pateros an Taguig from February 15th to March 1st 1899. On March 1, 1899, 
Colonel Smith assumed command of the then Philippine sub-district of the Island of Negros. Colonel 
Smith was promoted to Brigadier General on April 24, 1899, and was briefly appointed as commander of 
Visayas.  
 
By the end of July 1899, General Smith was appointed Governor of the Island of Negros. In October 
1900, he was named Collector of Customs, Philippine Archipelago. General Smith’s military career 
ended with his appointment as an associate justice to the Supreme Court of the Philippine Islands on 
June 17, 1901, serving until 1906. During this time, he was a member of the Philippine Commission and 
Secretary of Public Instruction (1903-1906). 
 
On September 20, 1906, James Smith was appointed Governor General of the Philippines. He held this 
position until his resignation on November 11, 1909. In 1910, he returned to the United States and was 
named associate judge of the U.S. Court of Customs Appeals, a position he held until his death on June 
29, 1928. 
 
Scope and Content: This collection provides an invaluable glimpse of the Spanish—American War, the 
Philippine Insurrection, military rule and civilian governmental affairs in the Philippine Islands through the 
eyes of a major participant in these events: James F. Smith. Material in the James F. Smith Collection 
consists chiefly of official reports, correspondence, orders, and documents relating to Smith’s service in 
various capacities, in the Philippine Islands, from 1897 to 1910. While some of the correspondence is of 



a confidential or secret nature, a number of the letters were from or to persons holding high government 
office, including Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, General John J. Pershing, and William H. 
Taft. Little personal or family correspondence is in the collection. Some of the government documents 
and correspondence are written in Spanish, few of which has been translated (translations are usually 
found with the original document).  
 
Aside from government documents and correspondence, the Smith Collection contains a wealth of 
information on the Philippines and the Spanish-American War in Spanish diplomatic 
documents/correspondence and combat dispatches/reports of military engagements. Through 
pamphlets, summaries, and correspondence, the Aguinaldo-Otis Peace Negotiations are represented in 
this collection.  
 
Also located in this collection is the role of the Catholic Church in Philippine life. Reports of abuses, 
investigations and synopses of cases of religious controversies calling for action, and correspondence 
referring to the position of the Catholic Church toward the Philippine 
Insurrection and the establishment of an independent Filipino church are located in this collection. 
 
Newspapers located within this collection were removed to a box titled “Spanish-American War 
Newspapers.” Photographs of General Smith and the Philippines, along with two photograph albums, 
were removed from Smith’s papers in 1981 and relocated within the photograph collection of the 
Washington Historical Society. In 1996, all of the Smith photographs were returned to the collection. 
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