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Abstract: Reverend John Canse served various Methodist conferences 
throughout the Northwest from 1907 until his death in 1954.  He collected 
material while researching the early Methodists in the area and published essays 
on them frequently.  He also collected material on other interests, which ranged 
from local history to Robert Gray, the Columbia Gorge and George Washington’s 
Bicentennial.  Starting in 1918, he served on the Board of the Washington State 
Historical Society, becoming its president in 1942. 
 
Biographical Note: Reverend John Martin Canse was born in Orland, Indiana in 
1869.  In 1900, he married Ruth Herrick.  Both attended DePauw University.  He 
earned his Ph.B., D.D. from there in 1918.   
  
His travels to the Northwest began earlier when in 1907 he was transferred to the 
Puget Sound Conference.  He moved every few years throughout the Northwest 
and developed an interest in the history of the area.  He focused initially on 
Methodism and its development.  He wrote extensively on the subject and was 
published many times, particularly in the Washington Historical Quarterly.  He 
was also interested in the discoveries of Robert Gray and became prominent in 
the Robert Gray Memorial Association, dedicated to bringing recognition to 
Gray’s accomplishments.  He also showed an interest in the George Washington 
Bicentennial, perhaps because Gray’s voyage took place during Washington’s 
administration. He was active in the Washington State Historical Society, joining 
the board in 1918 and becoming president in 1942. Canse died in 1954 and is 
buried in Seattle. 
 
Scope and Content: The collection contains the papers created and collected 
by John Canse.  Although the arrangement in the two boxes follows a logical 
pattern, the location of a particular record might have been dictated by the size of 
the document. Hence one topic may be found in both boxes. 
 
As a Methodist minister, Canse was interested in topics dealing with religion, in 
particular, with Methodism in the Northwest.  As a member of the Board of the 



Washington State Historical Society, he developed an interest in local history, the 
discoveries of Robert Gray, the Columbia River Gorge and Bonneville Dam.  His 
correspondence reflects these interests.  Most of the details of the letters are 
captured in the original inventory in the finding aid files at WSHS. He collected 
transcriptions of the works by and about other ministers and he wrote extensively 
on various topics dealing with religion in the Northwest.  The one exception is the 
series of essays about Robert Gray. The essays have been arranged by topic. 
 
A large proportion of the collection is devoted to the 1932 George Washington 
Bicentennial celebration commemorating the 200th anniversary of his birth.  
Included are the Congressional Record, the bulletins sent out by the special 
Commission appointed for the occasion and the constant coverage in the 
newspapers leading up to and after the celebration.  Canse clipped articles, 
mainly from Washington and Oregon newspapers. In addition to the Washington 
celebration, his clippings included articles on religion, the Bonneville Dam and 
local history, particularly Whatcom County.  The clippings have been sampled.  
There is a copy of the October 27, 1949 issue of The Sumas News 
commemorating the 60th anniversary of the town’s founding. 
 
Preferred Citation: Ms 148, John Canse papers, Washington State Historical 
Society, Tacoma (Wash.) 
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